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lace, they seem to have arisen from an over-refined system of
olicy, which induced Louis to assume the appearance of un-
oubting confidence in those whom it was his object to over-
*ach; for, in his general conduct, he was as jealous and
ispicious as any tyrant who ever breathed.

Two other points may be noticed, to complete the sketch
f this formidable character, by which he rose among the rude
hivalrous sovereigns of the period to the rank of a keeper
mong wild beasts, who, by superior wisdom and policy, by
istribution of food, and some discipline by blows, comes
nally to predominate over those, who, if unsubjected by his
rts, would by main strength have torn him to pieces.

The first of these attributes was Louis's excessive supersti-
lon, a plague with which Heaven often afflicts those who
efuse to listen to the dictates of religion. The remorse
rising from his evil actions, Louis never endeavoured to
.ppease by any relaxation in his Machiavellian stratagems,
mt laboured, in vain, to soothe and silence that painful
eeling by superstitious observances, severe penance, and
>rofuse gifts to the ecclesiastics. The second property, with
yhich the first is sometimes found strangely united, was a
lisposition to low pleasures and obscure debauchery. The
wisest, or at least the most crafty sovereign of his time, he
Fas fond of low life, and, being himself a man of wit, en-
oyed the jests and repartees of social conversation more
,han could have been expected from other points of his
:haracter. He even mingled in the comic adventures of
Dbscure intrigue, with a freedom little consistent with the
labitual and guarded jealousy of his character; and he was
so fond of this species of humble gallantry, that he caused
i number of its gay and licentious anecdotes to be enrolled
in a collection well known to book-collectors, in whose eyes
[and the work is unfit for any other) the right edition is very
precious.1

By means of this monarch's powerful and prudent, though
most unamiable character, it pleased Heaven, who works by
the tempest as well as by the soft small rain, to restore to the
great French nation the benefits of civil government, which,
at the time of his accession, they had nearly lost.

l This editio princeps, which, when in good preservation, is much sought
after by connoisseurs, is entitled, Les Cent Nouvelles Nouvelles, contenant Cent
Histoires Nouveaux, qui sont moult plaisans a raconter en toutes bonnes com-
fagnies par maniere dejoyeuxete. Paris, Antoine Verard. Sans date d1 annee
^impression ; in-folio gotique. See DE BURE.